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Introduction and Authorization Statement 

 
These emergency response procedures (emergency response plan) for the Kinder Morgan Liquids 
Terminal - Argo (KMLT-A) 14"/8” pipeline system have been developed as required by the U.S. 
Department of Transportation (USDOT) regulations (49 CFR Part 194 and 195- "Response Plans 
for Onshore Oil Pipelines” and “Transportation of Hazardous Liquids by Pipelines").  KMLT-A 
is under the jurisdiction of the U.S. Department of Transportation, Office of Pipeline Safety.  The 
emergency procedures will be provided to the responsible agencies and emergency departments 
for review, comment, and for purposes of developing liaison with other response groups to 
coordinate the activities of our personnel with the personnel from these agencies to help ensure 
adequate cooperation and coordination. 
 
Per 49 CFR 194.103 (c), the KMLT-A Pipeline is less than 9.2 miles long. Consequently, KM 
has interpreted this to indicate that this pipeline system is classified as one that can be expected 
to cause substantial harm only to the environment in the event of a discharge of oil into or on the 
navigable waters or adjoining shorelines. 
 
These emergency response procedures have been developed to respond to emergency conditions 
should they occur.  However, the pipeline system will be designed, constructed, tested, operated, 
maintained, and inspected to ensure that the system is safe for the transportation of petroleum 
liquids in accordance with federal regulations.  Many measures are taken to prevent any 
emergency from occurring, such as (These are listed in Appendix C): 
 

- Use of exceptionally strong materials specifically designed for the transportation of 
petroleum liquids, 

- Manufacturer's testing and inspection of pipeline pipe and components,  
- Engineering design to "fail safe", 
- Special pipe coatings to prevent corrosion and abrasion damage, 
- Cathodic protection (corrosion prevention system) on entire pipeline, 
- Pipe coating testing and inspection during manufacturing and construction, 
- Hydrostatic (water) pressure testing prior to operation, 
- Buried underground for safety, 
- Heavy wall pipe in sensitive and high activity areas, 
- Pipeline mainline valves which can be operated to segment the line,  
- Pressure limiting devices, control valves, and sensors, 
- Pipeline markers over entire pipeline route, 
- Continuing field surveillance, inspection, and security during construction and operations, 
- Modern computerized control system with back-up power systems, 
- Modern leak detection system, 
- Internal pipe inspection ready for  "smart pig" inspection devices, 
- Trained pipeline employees on duty 24 hours per day, 
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- System maps and records, 
- Community awareness program to landowners and communities, 
- Damage prevention and utility coordination through "JULIE" and Chicago Digger 

pipeline locators, 
- Emergency response drills, 
- Emergency response unit owned by KMLT-A and continuously ready for service. 

 
 

AUTHORIZING SIGNATURE: 
 
 
 
____________________________________________ 
Mike Gutierrez, Terminal Manager 
Kinder Morgan Liquids Terminals – Argo 
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1.0  INFORMATION SUMMARY 
 
NAME AND ADDRESS OF OPERATOR 
 

Name of Facility: KINDER MORGAN LIQUID TERMINALS, LLC ARGO 
TERMINAL 

 
Facility Address:   8500 West 68th Street 

Argo, Cook County, Illinois 60501 
 

Mail Address:    8500 West 68th Street 
Argo, Cook County, Illinois 60501 
 

Telephone Number:   (708) 458-1330 (24 Hour Number)  
Telefax Number:   (708) 496-2540 
 
Date of Initial Oil Storage:  1951 
 
SIC Number:    4226   
NAICS Number:    49319 
 
Location Description: The Argo Terminal is located in Cook County, Illinois, in 

the Village of Bedford Park (Section 23, Township 38N, 
Range 12E).  The Terminal entrance is at the intersection of 
Archer Avenue (State route 171) and Roberts Road.  The 
Terminal Barge Docks are at the 311.6 mile marker of the 
Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal. 

  
Site Map:    Appendix A: Facility Site Plan 
 
Federal I.D. Number   36-2827997 
D &B Number:   035123850 
 
Latitude:    
Longitude:    
 
Distance to Navigable Waters: Less than 1/4 Mile 
Max Storage Capacity:  (petroleum, chemical & food grade 

products) 
Number of Tanks:   225 
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Worst Case Discharge:  
 
Personnel: Approximately 120 people work at the Argo Terminal.  

Assignments include Terminal Operators, Operations 
Supervisors, Administrative Personnel and Management 
Personnel. 

 
Dock Operations: Barge Dock No. 1 is 158 feet long and can simultaneously 

transfer material from (2) 300 foot tank barges. Barge Dock 
No. 2 is 83 feet long and can simultaneously transfer 
material from (2) 300 foot tank barges. Barge Dock No. 3 is 
43 feet long and can simultaneously transfer material from 
(2) 300 foot tank barges. 

 
QUALIFIED INDIVIDUALS 
 

Qualified Individual No. 1:  Miguel Gutierrez – Terminal Manager 
Home Address:    
Work Address:   8500 West 68th Street, Argo, Illinois 60501 
Emergency Phone Numbers:  Work: (708) 496-2879 Cell:   
 
Response Training Experience:          30 yrs of Industrial experience, Hazmat IC Trained, FF II, 

and NIMS Trained. 24 Hr HAZWOPER Training 
 
Qualified Individual No. 2:  Hal King – Safety Manager 
Home Address:    
Work Address:   8500 West 68th Street, Argo, Illinois 60501 
Emergency Phone Numbers:  Work: (708) 496-2841 Cell:   
       
Response Training Experience: 10 Years Industrial Experience,       
     Fire Training School, 24 Hr HAZWOPER Training            
 
OWNER INFORMATION 
 

Name of Owner:   Kinder Morgan Liquid Terminals, LLC 
Address of Owner:   1001 Louisiana St, Suite 1000 

Houston, TX  77002 
Telephone Number:   713-420-2600 
 
RESPONSE ZONES 
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MIDWAY JET A FUEL PIPELINE 
 
The Sanders Pipeline Company (Sanders) delivers Jet A Fuel to the Chicago Midway Airport via 
pipeline (the Midway Pipeline).  The Midway Pipeline originates at the Argo Terminal and 
terminates at North side of the Chicago Midway Airport.  The Midway Pipeline is composed of 
two segments: 1) A seven (7.0) mile segment of 14 inch pipeline owned by the Texas Eastern 
Pipeline Company (Enterprise); and, 2) A two and three tenths (2.3) mile segment of 8 inch 
pipeline owned by Sanders.  Sanders leases the 14 inch pipeline from Enterprise.  The 14 inch 
pipeline originates at an Enterprise pipeline station located on Argo Terminal property that 
Enterprise leases from Kinder Morgan. Appendix J Pipeline Site Maps displays the actual 
pathway of the pipeline and is located in Cook County, Il. 
 
Valves capable of isolating the pipeline are: 1) At the Argo Terminal; 2) Approximately 
midpoint in the Enterprise 14 inch pipeline segment; 3) At the connection of the 14 inch pipeline 
segment and 8 inch pipeline segment; and, 4) At the Chicago Midway Airport.   
 
Sanders and Kinder Morgan have entered into a contract for Kinder Morgan to be the Operator of 
the Midway Pipeline.  Kinder Morgan began operating the Midway Pipeline late in 2001. Kinder 
Morgan stores Jet A Fuel in five (5) aboveground storage tanks at the Argo Terminal.  Jet A Fuel 
is sourced from these storage tanks as needed, filtered and pumped using either of two (2) 
injection pumps into the beginning of the Sanders Midway Pipeline at the Enterprise station.  
 
The Midway Pipeline consisting of two pipeline segments (14 inch and 8 inch); 5 Argo Terminal 
aboveground storage tanks (Tank No’s. 33-1, 33-2, 55-8, 63-1,  and 80-4), 2 surge relief tanks( 
S1 & S2) and one thermal relief tank(C-10); Fuel filtration equipment; and, 2 injections pumps.  
This equipment is subject to PHMSA regulations including Response Plan requirements of 49 
CFR 194 Subpart B.   
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If the Midway Pipeline is shut-down by either of the confirmation tests described above, 
Terminal Operators will be dispatched to close the two remote valves on the pipeline ROW.  
Approximately 30 minutes time is estimated for a Terminal Operator to reach each remote valve. 
 
14 INCH ENTERPRISE PIPELINE SEGMENT OF MIDWAY PIPELINE 
 
From the Enterprise Pipeline Station, this segment follows the northern boundary of the Argo 
Terminal in a westerly direction for approximately one-half (½) mile to the Canadian National 
Right of Way. At this point the pipeline segment turns generally to the East-Northeast direction 
for approximately six and one-half (6 1/2) miles.  This segment of the Midway Pipeline is along 
undeveloped property boarding the Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal.  The segment termination 
is at a junction with the beginning of the 8 inch Sanders pipeline segment at The Belt Railway 
Company of Chicago.  The Enterprise pipeline segment is within the City of Chicago, County of 
Cook in the State of Illinois. 
 
8 INCH SANDERS PIPELINE SEGMENT OF MIDWAY PIPELINE  
 
From the termination point of the 14 inch Enterprise Pipeline Segment, the Sanders pipeline 
segment travels South along The Belt Railway Company of Chicago ROW for approximately one 
and one-half (1 ½) miles  At 54th Street in the City of Chicago, the ROW transitions toward the 
West for approximately three quarter (3/4) mile.  The Sanders pipeline segment continues along 
this West ROW until termination at the Chicago Midway Airport fuel facility (Skytanking).  The 
Sanders pipeline segment passes through both residential and commercial sections of the City of 
Chicago, County of Cook in the State of Illinois.     
 
As an operator of a DOT jurisdictional pipeline, KMLT-A is required to have this emergency 
response plan in accordance with 49 CFR 194.  The purpose of this plan is to provide 
information regarding DOT requirements for response plans and emergency procedures.  
 
An emergency will be considered to exist if any of the following conditions occur: 
 
1. Fire or explosion occurring near or directly involving a pipeline facility; 
2. Accidental release of hazardous vapors and liquids from a pipeline; 
3. Operational failure causing a hazardous condition to exist (tank overflowing, pump relief 

valve failure, etc.); 
4. Natural disaster affecting pipeline facilities (slides, earthquakes, floods, etc.); 
5. Acts of sabotage; 
6. A train derailment within the vicinity of the pipeline right-of-way. 
 
The operator's response plan and emergency procedures must be in accordance with § 194.107 

and provide for the following: 
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1. Receiving, identifying and classifying notices of events requiring immediate response by 

the operator or notice to fire, police, or other appropriate public officials; 
2. Notifying appropriate operator personnel of events requiring immediate response by the 

operator; 
3. Prompt and effective response to a notice of each type of emergency as listed above; 
4. Availability of personnel, equipment and instruments necessary to deal with the 

emergency; 
5. Taking necessary action to minimize an emergency condition, such as: 

a. Closing of block valves 
b. Emergency shutdown 

6. Pressure reduction 
7. Controlling the release of HVL or other hazardous vapors 
8. Control of the released hazardous liquid (e.g. containment and cleanup);  Worst case 

discharge volumes should be used to determine methods or response and actions to be 
taken. 

9. Identification of high risk “response zones” where significant and substantial harm to the 
environment can occur. 

10. Public exposure to injury and probability of accidental ignition must be minimized by 
such methods as: 

a. Evacuation of residences; 
b. Halting traffic on roads and railroads in the affected area; 
c. Other appropriate actions. 

11. Notification of fire, police, and other appropriate public officials of hazardous liquid 
pipeline emergencies.  The notification should include any additional precautions 
required by the product characteristics. 

12. Coordinating preplanned and actual responses during an emergency with fire, police, and 
other appropriate public officials.  Contact should be made annually and precautions 
required by the properties of the applicable hazardous liquids must be covered.  Updating 
of emergency telephone numbers should be required annually. 

13. In the case of failure of a pipeline system transporting a highly volatile liquid, use of 
appropriate instruments to assess the extent and coverage of the vapor cloud and 
determine the hazardous areas.  As an example, for LPG vapors a combustible gas 
indicator should be used.   

14. Providing for a post-accident review of employee activities to determine whether the 
procedures were effective in each emergency and taking corrective action where 
deficiencies are found. 
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SITE SECURITY AND CONTROL 

SIGNIFICANT AND SUBSTANITAL HARM CERTIFICATION 
 

(1) Has experienced a release greater than 1,000 barrels (159 cubic meters) within the previous 

five years. No  
 
(2) Has experienced two or more reportable releases,  
(a) Explosion or fire not intentionally set by the operator.  
(b) Release of 5 gallons (19 liters) or more of hazardous liquid or carbon dioxide, except that no 
report is required for a release of less than 5 barrels (0.8 cubic meters) resulting from a pipeline 
maintenance activity if the release is: (1) Not otherwise reportable under this section; (2) Not one 
described in § 195.52(a)(4); (3) Confined to company property or pipeline right-of-way; and (4) 
Cleaned up promptly; (c) Does not result in the death of any person; 
(d) Personal injury necessitating hospitalization; 
(e) Estimated property damage, including cost of clean-up and recovery, value of lost product, 
and damage to the property of the operator or others, or both, exceeding $50,000; 

within the previous five years, No 

 
 (3) Containing any electric resistance welded pipe, manufactured prior to 1970, operates at a 
maximum operating pressure established under § 195.406 that correspond to a stress level greater 

than 50 percent of the specified minimum yield strength of the pipe. No 
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(4) Is located within a 5 mile (8 kilometer) radius of potentially affected public drinking water 

intakes and could reasonably be expected to reach public drinking water intakes. No 
 
(5) Is located within a 1 mile (1.6 kilometer) radius of potentially affected environmentally 

sensitive areas, and could reasonably be expected to reach these areas.Yes 

 
Based upon the above criteria the Argo Terminal is required to prepare a Facility Response Plan 
in accordance with the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 and 49 CFR Part 194. 
 
Regarding the Midway Oil Pipeline, the Significant and Substantial harm criteria is met because 
the pipeline is greater than 6 5/8 inches (168 millimeters) in outside nominal diameter, and 
includes a line segment that is located within a 1 mile radius of potential affected environmental 
sensitive areas, and could reasonably be expected to reach these areas.   
 
AREAS OF SPECIAL SIGNIFICANCE 
 
Areas in which the pipeline facilities are located in which an immediate response to prevent 
hazards to the public and major environmental impact are targeted “response zones”.  These 
zones have been identified as follows: 
 
P/L Station 254 + 68 Due to proximity to Sanitary and Ship Canal 
P/L Station 25 + 50   Due to adjacent neighborhood 
 
Detailed drawings of the stationing and location of the Midway pipeline can be seen in Appendix 
J. 
 
General Area Description 

The Kinder Morgan Liquid Terminals, LLC - Argo Terminal is located with approximately 1,700 

feet of frontage on the Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal (Canal).  The Canal begins at Damen 

Avenue and the Stevenson Expressway (Interstate 55) in Chicago, and runs for nearly 30 miles in 

a Southwest direction through the City of Chicago and the suburbs of Stickney, Forest View, 

Lyons, Summit, Bedford Park, Justice, Willow Springs, Lemont, and Romeoville.  The canal 

terminates in Lockport where it joins the Des Plains River. 

The Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago owns nearly all of the shoreline 

property along the Canal.  Much of this property is leased for industrial uses, especially in the 

upper part of the stretch above suburban Summit.  In this area, the Stevenson Expressway also 

parallels the Canal.  Below Summit, nearby land use includes significant natural areas such as the 

Palos (Cook County) and Waterfall Glen (DuPage County) Forest Preserves.  In some areas, 
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residential neighborhoods have been constructed outside the corridor.  Land not leased is usually 

forested along the shore, which effectively screen whatever may occur just beyond the banks.  

Together with dedicated natural areas, these vegetated strips of land give much of the shoreline 

below Summit a very natural character.  Figure F.1 shows the location of the Argo Terminal 

along the Canal and the locations of various lands in the vicinity of the Canal administered by 

governmental agencies which can be accessed by the public. 

There are numerous environmentally sensitive areas along the Canal both up-stream and 

downstream from the Argo Terminal.  The area is both a migratory stopover and wintering area 

for migrant shorebirds.  Habitats are found along both the Canal and the inactive Illinois and 

Michigan (I&M) Canal which parallels the Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal.  Avian and 

mammalian communities include breeding areas for forest nesting birds, waterfowl, and local 

mammals (including raccoons, deer and coyotes). 

Breeding areas for forest area species include large tracts of forest with populations of one or 

more migrant species.  Breeding areas for water birds are areas occupied by one or more species 

of nesting birds.  Breeding areas for furbearers include those areas which provide food, water or 

cover, or sites to rear round for any of the furbearing species.  Breeding areas are of vital 

importance to the survival of all species. 

The sensitive environments need to be protected during the different seasons are similar.  

Wetlands and wilderness areas are the areas of primary concern.  During the spring, summer and 

fall, the wetlands serve as nursery areas for the aquatic organisms living in both the Chicago 

Sanitary and Ship Canal and the Illinois and Michigan Canal.  During the spring and fall, 

wetlands and wilderness areas also serve as migratory stopover locations for birds as they move 

along the flyway.  In winter, these areas serve as feeding and over-wintering locations for 

organisms which remain around the area during the winter months. 

Economic Importance 

Navigation Locks & dams 

River 

Mile 
Water Body Facility 

Emergency 

# 

Administrative 

# 

326.5 
RDB 

Illinois River, Calumet 
River 

Thomas J.O'Brien 
Lock & Dam 

773-646-
2183 

773-646-2183 

291.1 
LDB 

Illinois River, Chicago 
Sanitary & Ship Canal 

Lockport Lock & 
Dam 

815-838-
0536 

815-838-0536 
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Proper marking and careful patrolling of these areas is required as usual to monitor activities near 
the pipeline system.  Notification by the one call systems, JULIE and Chicago Digger, must be 
carefully checked, contractors notified, pipelines marked, and all work near the pipelines 
monitored by the field staff. 
 
A pipeline accident in any area (especially these) will require an immediate shutdown of the 
pipeline system and immediate response to the emergency.  Special precautions shall be taken to 
minimize the likelihood of accidental ignition of vapors.  Spill containment booms and 
equipment will be required in water areas to prevent any spillage from spreading and to collect 
and cleanup the areas. 
 
Environmentally sensitive areas and impacted wildlife will be addressed by specialty contractors 
dealing in wildlife rescue and special product recovery and cleanup techniques to minimize 
damage to these areas.  In some instances, replanting of vegetation may be required to complete 
restoration of a particularly sensitive area. 
 
WORST CASE DISCHARGE CALCULATIONS 
 

 
  Because the nature of the pipeline is that it is only 

9.44 miles in length and there are three isolation valves in the run, the maximum estimated 
response time during a pipeline movement is expected to be less than 15 minutes.  The shutdown 
response time per the procedures outlined in Section 3.0 will be almost immediate (assumed to 
be 1 minute for the purposes of this calculation).   

. 
The on hand supplies and outside contracted response personnel are targeted at responding via 
the checklist in Appendix H to respond to such a spill. Calculations are documented in Appendix 
I. 
 
As per worst case discharge determination in 194.105 listed above, the terminal will respond 
within the time specified, after discovery of a worst case discharge, or to mitigate the substantial 
threat of such a discharge, as follows:  
   
  Tier 1 Tier 2 Tier 3 
All areas 12 hrs 36 hrs 60 hrs 
 

2.0  NOTIFICATION PROCEDURES 
 
In order to ensure the safety of all employees, contractors, outside agency responders, and the 
public, pre-emergency planning must be done.  The primary means of providing this information 
is accomplished through training and the performance of mock drills.  Specific to this program, 
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KMLT-A will conduct a yearly training exercise that will simulate a worst case discharge at a 
random point in the pipeline, and gauge our response to it, up to the point of mobilizing the third 
party responders, SET Environmental, Inc. This type of a drill is consistent with the National 
Preparedness for Response Exercise Program (NPREP). 
 
This plan primarily addresses pre, during, and post-accident plans and procedures. But an equally 
important part of KMLT-A’s preparedness is our prevention of the potential incident in the first 
place. KMLT-A has extensive Abnormal Operations Procedures that can be found in the Midway 
Pipeline, 49CFR 195 Operations Manual, Section III. 

 

KMLT-A has reviewed the NCP and the Region 5 ACP, and this plan is consistent with those 
two plans. 
 
COORDINATION WITH OUTSIDE PARTIES 
 
Prior coordination with outside parties is essential to conducting a safe and organized emergency 
response to any incident.  Therefore, outside emergency response contractors and agencies will 
be provided a copy of this plan.  KMLT-A has made prior arrangements with several emergency 
response contractors that specialize in responding to spills, releases, and other emergencies 
associated with hazardous materials releases.   
 

The names, addresses, and telephone numbers for these emergency response contractors 

are provided in Appendix E. 
 
QUALIFIED INDIVIDUAL LIST/DUTIES 
 
The Kinder Morgan Argo Terminal personnel identified in this plan have been authorized to 
function as Qualified Individuals (QI) with full authority to implement the Facility Response 
Plan during an emergency situation at the Argo Terminal. 
 
In the event of a release into the Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal that cannot be adequately 
controlled by Argo Terminal personnel, the Qualified Individuals identified below have full 
authority to mobilize the Kinder Morgan Argo Terminal Planned Emergency Response Service 
(PERS) contractors, SET Environmental, Inc. for assistance.  The US Coast Guard has rated the 
local service teams as a Class E (highest rating) River/Canal, Oil Spill Removal Organization 
(OSRO).  The Qualified Individuals are listed below: 
 
QUALIFIED INDIVIDUALS: 
 

Qualified Individual No. 1:   Miguel Gutierrez – Terminal Manager 
Home Address:     
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Work Address:    8500 West 68th Street, Argo, Illinois 60501 
Emergency Phone Numbers:   Work: (708) 496-2879 Cell:   
 
Response Training Experience: 30 yrs of Industrial experience, Hazmat IC Trained, 

FF II, and NIMS Trained. 24 Hr HAZWOPER 
Training            

 
Qualified Individual No. 2:   Hal King – Safety Manager 
Home Address:     
Work Address:    8500 West 68th Street, Argo, Illinois 60501 
Emergency Phone Numbers:   Work: (708) 496-2841 Cell:   
       
Response Training Experience:  10 Years Industrial Experience,      
      Fire Training School, 24 Hr HAZWOPER Training            
 
QUALIFIED INDIVIDUAL DUTIES 
 

The Qualified Individual (QI) has the responsibility for coordinating Terminal activities and/or 
emergency response measures necessary to minimize or prevent harm to human health and the 
environment in the event of a fire, explosion, equipment failure, ozone alert, release of hazardous 
substance, material or waste to the air, soil, surface water or groundwater. 
 
The Qualified Individual has the authority to commit the resources needed to carry out the 
necessary emergency response actions.  Whenever there is an imminent or actual release or 
emergency situation, the QI shall immediately: 
 
1. Activate facility alarms and communications systems as necessary to notify all facility 

personnel of imminent danger; 
2. Notify response personnel, both Kinder Morgan  and response contractor (if needed); 
3. Identify the character, exact source, amount and extent of the emergency (or release) as 

well as the other items needed for notifications; 
4. In the event that a release of oil or a hazardous substance has entered into the Chicago 

Sanitary and Ship Canal, immediately order the mobilization of personnel and equipment 
to deploy containment boom to control and capture to the greatest extent possible released 
materials.  Mobilization is to be within one hour from the time the release into the water 
was detected;    

5. Promptly (target- less than 15 minutes following detection of a Reportable Release or of a 
Probable Reportable Release) notify the NRC and appropriate Federal, State, and Local 
authorities of the release.  Act as liaison to provide necessary information to the agencies.  

6. Do not delay - INITIAL NOTIFICATION MUST NOT BE DELAYED PENDING 
COLLECTION OF ALL INFORMATION; 
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7. Assess the interaction of the spill substance with water and/or other substances stored at 
the Terminal and notify response personnel at the scene of the assessment; 

8. Assess the possible hazards to human health and the environment associated with the 
emergency.  The assessment must consider both the direct and indirect effects of the 
release (i.e., the effects of any toxic, irritating, or asphyxiating gases that may be 
generated, or the effects of any hazardous surface water runoffs from water or chemical 
agents used to control fire and heat-induced explosion); 

9. Assess and implement prompt removal action to contain and remove the substance 
released including activation and engagement of contracted Oil Spill Removal 
Organizations (OSRO’s);. 

10. Coordinate rescue and response actions previously arranged with all response personnel; 
11. Use authority to immediately access company funding to initiate cleanup activities; and 
12. Direct cleanup activities until properly relieved of this responsibility. 
 
The Qualified Individual will be prepared to pass all pertinent incident/release information, as 
discussed above in Qualified Individual Duties, to response personnel.  
 
In the event of an emission or discharge, fire or explosion, the QI shall immediately identify the 
character, exact source, amount and real extent of emitted or discharged material.  He may do 
this by observation, direct reports of persons who observed the incident, review of facility 
records, or from measurements.   Concurrently, the QI shall assess the possible hazards to human 
health and the environment that may result from the emission, discharge, fire or explosion. 
 
Continuity of management shall be maintained during emergencies, insofar as possible.  When 
continuity of management cannot be maintained due to communications failure or other 
extenuating circumstances, the highest available level of management will assume supervision 
and control.  An organizational structure that supports the overall objectives of the particular 
situation will be developed during the initial stages of planning.   
 
As the response progresses, it may be necessary to modify some of the organizational aspects 
such as personnel responsibilities and authority so that individual tasks can be performed as 
efficiently and safely as possible.   
 

The KMLT-A emergency response organizational structure and personnel responsibilities 

and duties are presented in Appendix B.     

 

 
COMMUNICATION 
 
Where communications services do not exist at the emergency location (e.g., at a pipeline failure 
site), communications shall be established as soon as possible using mobile phone units or the 
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nearest available telephone service.  Regular communications will occur via radio 
communications, and via phone lines to the Airport location.  Each incident will be reviewed on 
a case-by-case basis to determine the most appropriate means of communications. 
 
CONFINED SPACE ENTRY 
 
Kinder Morgan Liquids Terminals has developed a confined space program that is based on the 
OSHA Standard 29 CFR 1910.146.  This program will be used to regulate and control entry into 
permit-required confined spaces, and will ensure that all confined space entry is performed in a 
safe manner. 
 
TRENCHING AND SHORING 
 
This section applies to all excavations or trenches made in the earth's surface during emergency 
response or repair operations.  Any trenching or excavating will be performed in accordance with 
29 CFR 1926.651 to ensure that each individual is protected from cave-ins, engulfment, and 
hazardous atmospheres. 
 
HAZMAT INFORMATION 
 
Preventing exposure to hazardous or toxic chemicals is a primary concern at any emergency 
response site.  These substances can enter the unprotected body via inhalation, skin absorption, 
ingestion, or through wounds in the skin.  A constituent may cause damage at the point of contact 
or may act systemically, causing an effect at a part of the body distant from the point of contact.  
The effects of exposure not only depend on the chemical, its concentration, route of entry, and 
duration of exposure, but may also be influenced by personal factors such as the individual's 
smoking habits, alcohol consumption, medication use, nutrition, age, and sex. 
 
KMLT-A is committed to reducing the extent of chemical exposure to individuals performing 
emergency response activities.  Personal protective equipment, air monitoring equipment, and 
environmental sampling equipment are provided and required to be used during emergency 
response activities  The minimum PPE standards for emergency response is Reflective-FR 
Clothing, Hard Toes Shoes, Safety Goggles/Glasses, Hard Hat, and Gloves.   
 
LOCK-OUT/TAG-OUT 
 
All KMLT-A employees and contractors will use lock-out/tag-out procedures for all servicing 
and maintenance of equipment in accordance with the KMLT-A Lockout/Tagout Procedure and 
29 CFR 1910.147.   
 

3.0  SPILL DETECTION AND ON-SCENE SPILL MITIGATION 
PROCEDURES 
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Response time during an emergency can be the difference between an "event" and disaster.  In 
some cases, immediate action to minimize the hazard may be the top priority, and notification of 
others second.  In all cases, self-preservation and public safety must be the first concern.  Field 
staff and control center operators, are likely to be the first to recognize an emergency situation. 
 
In the event that an emergency results in contamination of soils or groundwater, KMLT-A will 
conduct an assessment and clean-up of the contaminated media in accordance with applicable 
IEPA and USEPA standards.  The following sections describe the methods that may be used.   
 
Environmentally sensitive areas (those with sensitive flora and fauna) will be dealt with on a 
case-by-case basis to determine the best approach for removal of free product and site restoration.  
This may include replanting, gentle washing, steam cleaning, sorbants, or other methods to deal 
with removal of contaminants.  
 
INITIAL REMEDIAL ACTION 
 
At sites where free product is present, KMLT-A will complete free product recovery provided 
that all sources of free product discharge have been located and the discharge has stopped, free 
product recovery does not spread contamination into previously uncontaminated areas, and 
flammable products are handled in a safe and competent manner 
 
Upon initiation of free product recovery, KMLT-A will provide written notice to IEPA within 
three working days.  If excessively contaminated soil exists at the site, the initial remedial action 
may include excavation of those soils for treatment or disposal.   
 
The IEPA requires containment and physical removal of free product whenever possible.  This 
task can be accomplished with vacuum units, skimmers, or absorbent pads and boom.  Recovered 
free product will be stored, transported, and disposed in a safe and competent manner.   
 
Disposal options for recovered product will vary depending on the resources available in the 
geographic area of the spill.  Incineration, refining, or sale as a fuel are the preferred options for 
free product disposal.   
 
CONTAMINATION ASSESSMENT 
 
Upon discovery of contamination, a contamination assessment will be initiated.  The objectives 
of the assessment will be to determine or confirm the contaminant source, determine whether the 
soil, sediment, surface water, or ground water is contaminated at the site, define the horizontal 
and vertical extent of contamination, and establish the presence and extent of free product.   
 
VEGETATION CLEANING AND RESTORATION 
 
In some instances, vegetation may be impacted as the result of a spill or release of petroleum 
products.  In this event, every effort will be made to clean the impacted vegetation using gentle 
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water washing or other appropriate techniques.  Some vegetation may be impacted beyond repair 
and may have to be harvested.  In addition, emergency response personnel and equipment may 
damage vegetation during clean-up activities.  In these instances, KMLT-A will make every 
reasonable effort to restore the site to its original condition up to and including re-planting if 
necessary. 
 
FISH AND WILDLIFE RESCUE AND REHABILITATION 
 
In some instances, fish or other wildlife may be impacted as the result of a spill or release of 
petroleum products.  In this event, KMLT-A will use the services of professional wildlife rescue 
and rehabilitation contractors to rescue, clean, rehabilitate, and return to the wild any impacted 
animals.  

 

REMEDIAL ACTION 
 
Upon approval of the remedial action plan, KMLT-A will initiate site rehabilitation.  Site 
rehabilitation will be conducted in accordance with applicable IEPA and USEPA standards, and 
may include any of the following:    
 
- Pump and treat 
- Thermal treatment 
- Air sparging/vapor extraction 
- Contaminant harvesting 
- Intrinsic in-situ bioremediation 
- Land farming 
- Landfilling 
- Soil washing 
- Soil fixation 
 
Pump and Treat 
 
This technique uses one or a series of extraction wells to remove contaminated groundwater for 
subsequent treatment via incineration, carbon adsorption, or air stripping.  The treated 
groundwater can then be re-injected into the aquifer, or routed to a wastewater treatment plant.   

 

Thermal Treatment 
 
This technique involves mechanical removal of contaminated media (e.g. soils, etc.) for 
subsequent incineration at a soil thermal treatment facility that has a current State of Illinois 
permit.  Petroleum contaminated soil may be taken to out of state facilities, however those 
facilities will be checked to ensure that they are permitted by the state in which they are located.   

 

Air Sparging/Vapor Extraction 
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This technique is used to remove volatile organics from the soil and free product from the top of 
the water table.  Generally used in-situ,  it  can  remove  the  contamination  source  and  enhance 
further treatment with the intent to reduce dramatically cleanup times and subsequent costs. 
 
The extraction is accomplished by applying a vacuum to a well or series of wells,  constructed  
above  the  water  table  in  the unsaturated or vadose zone.  Air is drawn to the wells by the 
vacuum from the surrounding soils.  As fresh air is brought into the formation, volatile 
contaminants move from the soils into the air,  and are removed by the vacuum.   The removed 
air can be exhausted directly to the atmosphere or treated to remove the contaminants.  Air flow 
through sections of the vadose zone may be enhanced by modifying the standard vacuum 
extraction system and pumping  compressed  air  into  perimeter  wells.    Vacuum extraction  is  
of  limited use  in areas with very tight  soil formations or thin unsaturated zones.  A cap may be 
required on the ground surface to prevent air from being drawn down the outside of the well 
casing. 
 
Contaminant Harvesting 
 
This technique is similar to pump and treat with the exception that it is much shorter term, and 
removes less groundwater.  Contaminant harvesting is accomplished by pumping from several 
well points placed throughout the contaminated groundwater plume for short periods of time 
without depressing the groundwater table.  Several days to several weeks are allowed between 
pumping event to allow maximum desorption of contaminants from soil particles.  Several 
"harvests" may be necessary to effectively capture and remove the contaminants from the site 
based on effective porosity and transmissivity of the soil and aquifer. 

 

Intrinsic In-Situ Bioremediation 
 
Bioremediation is a cleanup technique that takes advantage of the ability of indigenous 
microorganisms to degrade hydrocarbon compounds.  Microbial populations can be used to 
degrade hydrocarbon contaminated soils in-situ or in a reactor. 
 
The biodegradation of petroleum products by enhanced bioremediation or by introducing 
acclimated microorganisms can be effective in the vadose zone provided that environmental 
conditions can sustain microbiological metabolisms.  The environmental conditions that may 
potentially limit biodegradation in the subsurface are: temperature, pH, salinity, presence of 
metals, oxygen, free water (N, P, Trace Minerals), redox potential, alkalinity, inorganic nutrients, 
and the presence of other organics.  The lack of oxygen is the primary factor that limits 
degradation in subsurface soils. 
 

Land Farming 
 
In some cases, treatment of petroleum contaminated soil may include land farming.  The process 
involves spreading the soil in a thin layer over an impermeable liner or surface.  The contaminant 
reduction is caused by a combination of volatilization, biodegradation, and photo-degradation. 
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Land Filling 
 
Landfilling of soil which is not saturated or non-hazardous, in a lined landfill, is an acceptable 
disposal option with acceptance at the discretion of the landfill operator.  However, if the soil is 
determined to be hazardous, this option would not be appropriate. 
 
Soil Washing 
 
This  is not a commonly employed soil  treatment technique  in Illinois.   The technique removes 
constituents from the soils by leaching the contaminant out of the soil with a leaching medium. 
The removal technique can be employed either in-situ as a water flushing system or by passing 
the soils through a countercurrent extractor system.  The fluid normally used in the soil flushing 
is water which contains additives such as detergents, acids and alkalis.      

 

Soil Fixation 
 
This is a process where contaminated soils are temporarily removed from the ground, fixed, and 
returned to the excavation site.  Fixation involves mixing contaminated soils with a cementitious 
grout compound.  If needed, a chemical stabilizer is introduced into the grout mixture.  The 
stabilizer "immobilizes" the soluble organics into globules, chemically locking them inside a 
cementitious ash monolith.  This method normally is not used at petroleum cleanup sites due to 
the lack of large volumes of soil which are required to make it economically feasible. 
 
Dispersants or In-Situ Burning 
 
Dispersants or In-Situ Burning will not be used as an alternative response strategy. 
 
LEAK DETECTION AND LOCATION 
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SHUTDOWN PROCEDURES 

 
This section should include a reference to the response equipment Appendix H 
 

4.0  RESPONSE ACTIVITIES 
 
No two accidents or emergencies are identical. Therefore, it is not possible to write a checklist of 
responses to all emergency incidents, or even to a particular incident.   However, a general 
checklist has been developed to respond to the more routine tasks to prioritize actions. 
 
Appropriate actions to be taken when an emergency situation occurs will be dictated by the 
conditions existing at the place and time of the incident. However, certain responses will be 
common to most emergencies. This section discusses these responses and many of the factors 
that should be considered. 
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EMERGENCY ALERTING AND NOTIFICATIONS 
 
Emergencies that affect the continuity of product flow in the pipeline facilities shall be reported 
immediately to the Argo Pumping Station control center operator.  Customers shall be notified if 
the emergency involves facilities that are likely to affect the movement of product to or from 
their facilities.  Other notifications will be made per the reporting procedures attached. 
 

Emergency telephone numbers, KMLT-A company reporting procedures, and KMLT-A 

initial notification document form are presented in Appendices D, E, F, and G, respectively.   

 
Other KMLT-A management and supervisory personnel shall be immediately notified through 
regular organizational channels.  The emergency will then be reported to the KMLT Argo 
General Manager, Operations Superintendent – Petroleum, and Engineering Department.  Further 
notifications to other Company offices may be required depending on the type of emergency 
involved by the operations supervisor.  KMLT-A personnel shall be dispatched with mobile 
communications equipment including cellular telephone and the rapid response trailer to make 
the on-scene assessment.   
 
OSRO contract # SET25194 has been setup to respond. Mobilize service groups (emergency 
assistance, maintenance, clean-up crews) if the emergency involved a significant loss of product.  
When a loss occurs, these groups should be informed what the product is, and if they are not 
familiar with the product, it’s physical and chemical characteristics.  These include flammability, 
toxicity, corrosives, vapor pressure, and specific gravity.  Minimizing and controlling product 
loss may require contract assistance.  Contractors should be informed of the nature of services 
required and the safety considerations required of them and their employees in the performance 
of the work. 
 
Emergencies that do not affect the continuity of product flow in the system or service to a 
shipper, shall be reported to the Operations Superintendent – Petroleum through established 
organizational channels. Operations Superintendent – Petroleum will report to the General 
Manager who will advise all others concerned. 
 

Local authorities or services such as fire departments, law enforcement agencies, medical or 
ambulance services, telephone companies (for restoration or addition of communications 
service), electric power companies, etc., shall be notified as required and with the expediency 
warranted by the nature of the emergency. 
 
Local environmental agencies, the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency , the US 
Environmental Protection Agency, the US Coast Guard, the US Department of Transportation 
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Office of Pipeline Safety and other regulating agencies will be notified as required in governing 
regulations. 
 
All operational failures and accidents involving the safety of pipeline facilities shall be 
investigated and analyzed for the purpose of determining the cause and to minimize the 
possibility of a reoccurrence. 
 
All pipeline breaks, leaks, damages, repairs, fitting failures, pipe failures, or corrosion problems 
shall be reported to those parties identified in this section.  Any time the line is uncovered and/or 
cut apart for maintenance, the pipeline shall be inspected and a report made of the conditions 
found.  If the wall thickness of the pipe has been significantly reduced, appropriate action will be 
taken. 
 

 Tier 1 Tier 2 Tier 3 

All areas 12 hrs 36 hrs 60 hrs 
 

 
INITIAL SITE INVESTIGATION AND REPAIR 
 
Response teams should approach areas affected by the emergency conditions with caution.  
Before beginning work, the area should be checked for: 
 
A. Necessary evacuations completed; 
B. The extent of product movement or migration determined; 
C. The released vapors dispersed and/or product contained, foaming may be required; 
D. Pipeline facilities involved are isolated from facilities under pressure; 
E. The pressure is reduced to a safe level in pipeline segments adjacent to a failed section of 

pipe; 
F. The work area can be safely entered; 
G. The area is safe for vehicles and hot work equipment (welding machines, etc.) if needed. 
 
When it is safe for repairs to begin, they should be made according to the proposed plan and 
procedures, modified as needed to accommodate the actual (rather than assumed) conditions.  
This includes all required inspections and non-destructive tests to allow the pipeline to be 
returned to service.  If the work involves cutting out a section of the pipeline, the internal 
condition of the pipe of the damaged section should be checked for corrosion or any indications 
that it cannot be returned to service at the desired pressure rating.  Failed pipe cut from the line 
must be tagged for proper identification and retained for future analysis. 
 
Upon completion of repairs and associated testing, the segment of line containing the failure 
should be checked before being refilled with product.  The line should then be carefully 
monitored when returned to service.  All data which might be useful in reporting and/or analysis 
of an accident shall be collected and made available to the pipeline manager.  Formal reports to 
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the D.O.T. are required under certain conditions, so the gathering of data is essential for filing a 
complete report. 
 
Establish a Command Post 
 
First responders to the scene should establish a Command Post at a safe distance from the release 
point. The command post acts as the central clearinghouse for emergency information.  To 
reduce confusion at the emergency scene, all responders will report to the Command Post upon 
arriving at or departing from the scene. All incoming and outgoing communications will pass 
through the Command Post. 
 
Establish Hot and Warm Zones 
 
Gas detectors (e.g. PIDs, O2, LEL, CO, H2S) will be used EHS Department representative to help 
establish the size of the Hot Zone.  The Hot Zone should extend far enough to prevent hazards 
created by the incident from adversely affecting persons outside the zone. Access to the Hot Zone 
will be limited to response personnel necessary to control the incident and will be controlled by 
on-scene commander. Anyone entering the Hot Zone will be provided proper protective clothing 
and respiratory equipment, if necessary.  A log will be maintained to record the entry and exit 
times of all persons who enter the Hot Zone. 
 
The Warm Zone surrounds the Hot Zone. Access to the Hot Zone, support of personnel in the 
Hot Zone, and decontamination of personnel leaving the Hot Zone all occur in the Warm Zone. 
This also may be referred to as the decontamination, contamination reduction, or limited access 
zone.  The Warm Zone will be controlled by member of the EHS Department. 
 
PPE and Emergency Equipment 
 
Personal protective equipment will be selected, provided, and required to be used in accordance 
with Section 2.7 of this document. 
 

The KMLT-A emergency response equipment list is presented in Appendix H.   

 
KMLT-A may at times borrow emergency response equipment from outside response 
organizations through the mutual aid group.  In this instance, KMLT-A will replace any materials 
consumed in an expeditious manner.  

 

Liquid Containment 
 
The amount of environmental damage and the cost of soil and water cleanup and disposal will 
increase in nearly direct proportion to the area affected. Methods that may be used for controlling 
the spread of liquid on soil include constructing earthen dams and digging holes for collecting the 
liquid. The natural contours of the land will dictate which method is appropriate. Lining the dam 
or hole with a non-porous liner will help prevent the liquid from soaking into the soil. If a 
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non-porous liner is not available, spraying water on the soil before it is covered by the liquid will 
also help prevent soil penetration. Vacuum trucks or portable pumps may be used to remove 
liquid trapped in the containment area. 
 
Spill booms can often be effective in stopping the uncontrolled spread of a liquid over water.  
The type of boom to be used and the proper method of deploying the boom depend on the depth 
of the water and the speed at which it is moving. Vacuum trucks, portable pumps, or skimmers 
can sometimes be used to remove the layer of liquid contained by the boom. Sorbent booms can 
be useful in removing thin layers of liquid from water. 
 
The sizes of hazard zones associated with flammable or toxic vapor clouds and pool fires are also 
affected by the area covered by the liquid pool. Therefore, containment of the liquid will help 
reduce these hazards. Containment will also aid in preventing the accident from propagating into 
other areas. For example, if flammable liquid is allowed to spread unchecked and enters a sewer 
system, the flammable hazard can quickly threaten a much larger area. 
 
Ignition Source Control 
 
A flammable, non-toxic vapor cloud may pose a danger to a large area. If ignited, the cloud 
might explode, or may simply burn back to the source of the flammable vapor. The explosion or 
burning cloud can injure exposed persons and cause widespread property damage. If unignited, 
the vapor cloud will eventually be diluted below the lower flammable limit and dissipate 
harmlessly. The potential danger of a flammable, non-toxic vapor cloud is realized only if it is 
ignited. 
 
Similarly, a release of flammable liquid that results in a liquid pool may cause some localized 
environmental damage, but will cause fire-related damage only if ignited. In many situations, it 
will be beneficial to prevent ignition of the released fluid.  To prevent ignition, it will be 
necessary to remove all potential ignition sources in or near the flammable vapor cloud or liquid 
pool, and prevent other potential ignition sources from entering the hazardous area. Potential 
ignition sources include automobiles, matches, cigarette lighters, internal combustion engines, 
electric motors, pilot lights on gas-burning appliances, electric switches, static electricity, etc. 
Under some circumstances, it will be difficult to exclude all ignition sources from the hazardous 
area. Actually, it may be impossible under any set of circumstances since you cannot control all 
sources of static electricity. However, you should attempt to reduce the number of potential 
ignition sources to a minimum. 
 
Be particularly careful when first responding to the scene so your vehicles or equipment do not 
ignite the release. The same precaution holds true for response personnel involved in hazard 
mitigation activities. Some of these activities, such as using vacuum trucks to collect spilled 
liquid, will introduce potential ignition sources to the area. Only use intrinsically safe equipment 
or explosion-proof equipment during mitigation and cleanup activities. Intrinsically safe 
walkie-talkies and air powered tools are recommended. 
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If an emergency occurs near a road or highway, control of traffic may be desirable to prevent 
ignition. The same is true if the accident occurs near a railroad right-of-way or navigable 
waterway. Control of railroad or waterway traffic may be more difficult than controlling normal 
roadway traffic. Trains and ships require very long distances to stop. Companies and government 
agencies that control railroad and waterborne traffic in the area may need to be contacted for 
assistance. 
 
Extinguishment 
 
Under some circumstances, it may be possible to assemble sufficient fire fighting equipment and 
agents (either foam or dry chemical) to extinguish a fire of released fluid. Although this would be 
an effective method for reducing the potential for fire-related injuries and property damage, it is 
not always the best policy. Once the fire is extinguished, a vapor cloud will begin to form. This 
cloud will be flammable and may also be toxic or explosive. The potential dangers of the vapor 
cloud will often outweigh the benefit gained by extinguishing the fire. It is also more difficult to 
assess the hazard zone for the vapor cloud.  
 
Shutdown of Other Pipelines 
 
If a hazardous fluid release occurs in an area where several pipelines share the same right-of-way, 
those pipelines that are not leaking may be shut down.  In general, it is preferable to have fluid 
flowing through adjacent pipelines that are still intact. If the release catches fire, the flowing fluid 
will help keep the adjacent pipelines cool and prevent premature rupture. All operators of 
pipelines in the right-of-way will be notified of the situation and should be prepared to shut down 
additional pipelines in case they are damaged by fire, explosion, or digging operations required in 
response to the original emergency. The pipeline controller would have authority to shutdown 
pipeline. 
 
EVACUATION, SAFE DISTANCES, AND PLACES OF REFUGE 
 
The previous mitigation methods are all based on reducing the extent of the hazardous zones 
created by the release of a hazardous material. It is also possible to reduce risk to persons by 
removing them from a potentially hazardous area, or by shielding them from the effects of a 
particular hazard. When considering how best to protect people from a hazardous material 
release, one of the methods commonly suggested is evacuation.  KMLT-A will coordinate any 
evacuation efforts with the local police and fire departments.  
 
Evacuation can expose people to the very hazard you are trying to protect them from. Due to the 
time required to begin an evacuation, the hazardous condition (e.g. fire, flammable vapor cloud) 
may already pose a danger to persons who are outdoors and have not sought shelter. People who 
leave their home or place of business will be most vulnerable to effects of the release during the 
period they are outdoors. In some cases, it is better to recommend sheltering-in-place. With the 
shelter-in-place method, people are requested to remain indoors, and should not go outside unless 
absolutely necessary. A home or other building can provide a significant degree of protection 
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Alternate (AIC/AQI)    Hal King   
Primary Safety Officer    Hal King   
Alternate Safety Officer (ASO)  Ki Harmon   
Primary Liaison Officer   Ki Harmon                           
Primary Logistics Section Chief  Terence Fields   
Alternate Logistics Officer   Mark Pyciak   
Primary Information Officer   Patricia Bernal   
Alternate Information Officer (AIO)  Ki Harmon   
Primary Operations Chief   Sara Delahunt   
Alternate Operations Section Chief  Ops Supervisor  
Primary Planning Section Chief  Andy Dorich    
Alternate Logistics Section Chief  Jason Lorek   
Primary Finance / Admin Section Chief Arleane Huesman  
KMLT Director EHS (ASO)   Tammy Moeller-Clark 
KMLT VP EHS    Michael Pitta   
KMLT Regional EHS Manager  Mark Lieberman  
KMLT Vice President-Operations  Carlos Munguia           
KMLT General Manager   James Hill    
Kinder Morgan Legal    Nancy Van Burgel  
Supervisor on Duty        
 
Spill Responders: 
SET Environmental    (877) 437-7455 (24 Hour Phone Number) 
Ziron Environmental    (708) 757-9601 
RAYCO Services    (708) 717-3401 (Excavation Services) 
 
Legend: 
QI: Qualified Individual   AQI: Alternate Qualified Individual   AIO: Alternate Information 
Officer AIC: Alternate Incident Commander    

 

POST REPORTING PROCEDURES 
 

A written supplementary report shall be made by the field staff or engineer investigating a failure 
or accident when requested by the Operations Superintendent – Petroleum.  Such reports shall 
include photographs, sketches, measurements, and any other available data that may be pertinent. 
Sufficient information and data shall be obtained on each failure or accident so that the 
information required by the Department of Transportation Part 195 can be furnished, should the 
nature and/or scope of the incident require that it be reported.  This information shall be 
forwarded to the Operations Superintendent – Petroleum and Engineering Manager for 
notification of the proper agencies. 
 
Whenever possible, materials that can be utilized in a laboratory analysis to establish the possible 
cause of a failure or accident shall be salvaged and tagged for identification.  Care shall be taken 
to preserve these materials in their existing condition so as not to impair their analytical value.  A 
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laboratory analysis and/or metallurgical examination of the failed specimen shall be initiated 
when it is deemed necessary.  A full report on the findings of the analysis or examination shall be 
prepared by the laboratory firm and kept on file.  Information gained by investigation and 
analysis of failures or accidents shall be considered and utilized to prevent a reoccurrence of 
failures or accidents from the same cause. 
 
It shall be the responsibility of the Operations Superintendent – Petroleum to see that each failure 
or accident involving the safety of pipeline facilities is investigated, the necessary reporting 
information obtained, a full report made, and a specific specimen obtained and preserved for 
laboratory analysis when requested. 
 
The Operations Superintendent – Petroleum and field staff shall be responsible for disseminating 
information that may be helpful in preventing a reoccurrence of a failure or accident from a 
similar cause. 
 
All records of failures or accidents shall be retained at the Argo office (with the DOT Pipeline 
Engineer) for the life of the system. 
 
U.S. Department of Transportation 49 CFR 195 Subpart B requires that pipeline operators report 
certain types of accidents and safety-related conditions. 
 
An accident report is required for each failure in a pipeline system in which there is a release of 
the hazardous liquid transported resulting in any of the following: 
 
A. Explosion or fire not intentionally set by the operator; 
B. Loss of fifty (50) or more barrels of liquid; 
C. Death of any person; 
D. Bodily harm to any person resulting in one or more of the following: 
 1. Loss of consciousness; 
 2. Necessary to carry the person from the scene; 
 3. Necessity for medical treatment; 
 4. Disability which prevents the discharge of normal duties or the pursuit of normal 

activities beyond the day of the accident. 
E. Estimated property damage to the property of the operator or other, or both, exceeding 

Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000). 
At the earliest practicable moment following discovery of a release of the hazardous 
liquid transported resulting in any of the above types of incidents, the operator of the 
system must give telephonic notice of any failure that: 

 
A. Caused a death or a personal injury requiring hospitalization; 
B. Resulted in either a fire or explosion not intentionally set by the operator; 
C. Caused estimated damage to the property of the operator or others, or both, exceeding 

Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000). 
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D. Resulted in pollution of any stream, river, lake, reservoir, or other similar body of water 
that violated applicable water quality standards, caused a discoloration of the surface of 
the water or adjoining shoreline, or deposited a sludge or emulsion beneath the surface of 
the water or upon adjoining shorelines; 

E. In the judgment of the operator, was significant even though it did not meet the criteria of 
any other paragraph of this section. 

 
Telephonic reports shall be called by phone to 708-496-2860 and must include the following 
information: 
 
A. Name and address of the operator; 
B. Name and telephone number of the reporter; 
C. The location of the emergency condition; 
D. The time of the failure; 
E. The fatalities and personal injury, if any; 
F. All other significant facts known by the operator that is relevant to the cause of the failure 

or extent of the damages. 
 
Each operator that experiences an accident that is required to be reported shall, as soon as 
practicable, but no later than thirty (30) days after discovery of the accident, prepare and file an 
accident report on DOT Form 7000-1, or a facsimile. 
 
Whenever an operator receives any changes in the information reported, or additions to the 
original report on DOT Form 7000-1, it shall file a supplemental report within thirty (30) days. 
 
Each operator shall report the existence of any of the following safety-related conditions 
involving pipelines in service: 
 

A. General corrosion that has reduced the wall thickness to less than that required for the 
maximum operating pressure, and localized corrosion pitting to a degree where leakage 
might result; 

B. Unintended movement or abnormal loading of a pipeline by environmental causes, such 
as an earthquake, landslide, or flood, that impairs its serviceability; 

C. Any material defect or physical damage that impairs the serviceability of a pipeline; 
D. Any malfunction or operating error that causes the pressure of a pipeline to rise above 

110% of its maximum operating pressure. 
E. A leak in a pipeline that constitutes an emergency. 
F. Any safety-related condition that could lead to an imminent hazard and causes (either 

directly or indirectly by remedial action of the operator), for purposes other than 
abandonment, a twenty percent (20%) or more reduction in operating pressure or 
shutdown of operation of a pipeline. 

 
A report is not required for any safety-related condition that: 
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A. Exists on a pipeline that is more than 220 yards from any building intended for human 
occupancy or outdoor place of assembly, except that reports are required for conditions 
within the right-of-way of an active railroad, paved road, street, or highway, or that occur 
offshore or at onshore locations where a loss of hazardous liquid could reasonably be 
expected to pollute any stream, river, lake, reservoir, or other body of water; 

B. Is an accident that is required to be reported or results in such an accident before the 
deadline for filing the safety-related condition report; 

C. Is corrected by repair or replacement in accordance with applicable safety standards 
before the deadline for filing the safety-related condition report, except that reports are 
required for corrosion and pitting other than localized corrosion or pitting on an 
effectively coated and cathodically protected pipeline. 

 
Each report of a safety-related condition must be filed (received by the Secretary) in writing 
within five (5) working days (not including Saturdays, Sundays, or Federal holidays) after the day 
a representative of the operator first determines that the condition exists, but not later than ten 
(10) working days after the day a representative of the operator discovers the condition.  Separate 
conditions may be described in a single report if they are closely related. 
 
The report shall be headed "Safety-Related Condition Report" and provide the following 
information: 
 

A. Name and principal address of operator; 
B. Date of report; 
C. Name, job title, and business telephone number of persons submitting the report; 
D. Name, job title, and business telephone number of person who determined that the 

condition exists; 
E. Date condition was discovered and date condition was first determined to exist; 
F. Location of condition, with reference to nearest street address, survey station number, 

milepost, landmark, or name of pipeline as appropriate, state, city or town; 
G. Describe the condition, including circumstances leading to its discovery and any 

significant effects of the condition on safety; 
H. The corrective action taken (including reduction of pressure or shutdown) before the 

report is submitted and the planned follow-up or future corrective action, including the 
anticipated schedule for starting and concluding such action; 

I. List all commodities transported in the pipeline system. 
 
All accident and safety-related condition reports will be reviewed by the Operations 
Superintendent – Petroleum with copies to the KMLT Houston Office. The Operations 
Superintendent – Petroleum shall be responsible to see that the proper reports are completed and 
filed in a timely fashion to meet the regulatory deadlines. 
 

6.0  TRAINING 
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KMLT-A will train, establish and conduct a continuous training program in accordance with 29 
CFR 1910.120(e), 49 CFR 194.117 and 49 CFR 195.403 to instruct emergency response, 
operations, and maintenance personnel to:  
 
Carry out the operating, maintenance, and emergency procedures that relate to their assignments; 
1) All personnel must know: 

- General SPCC, Hazcom, and Emergency Response Procedures 
2) Reporting personnel must know: 

-  The name, address and procedure for contacting the operator on a 24-hr basis 
- The name, address, and procedure for contacting the QI on a 24-hr basis 
- Know the toll free phone number for the NRC 

3) Response personnel must know: 
- Know the characteristics and hazards of the hazardous liquids transported 

including flammability of mixtures with air; 
- Recognize conditions that are likely to cause emergencies and to take appropriate 

corrective action; 
- Take steps necessary to control any accidental release of hazardous liquid and to 

minimize potential for fire, explosion, toxicity or environmental damage; and,  
- Learn the proper use of fire fighting and personal protective equipment.   
- Comply with all standard operating procedures to mitigate any emergency; 

 

An annual training schedule which includes review of the P/L Operations and Emergency 

Response Actions is attached in Appendix C.  Training records are maintained in regional 

training center and will be maintained as long as the individual is assigned duties under the 

plan.  

    

7.0  DRILLS PROCEDURES 
 
The Argo Terminal Emergency Response Personnel(ATERP), under the leadership of the 
Operations Supervisor maintain a training schedule including participation in required annual, 
semi-annual and other planned exercises as appropriate to fulfill OPA 90 exercise requirements.  
Mobilization of the ATERP in response to an incident at the Argo Terminal will be considered as 
an OPA 90 exercises event.  The Operations Superintendent will maintain record of training and 
exercises events. The Argo Terminal Exercise Program will be consistent with guidelines 
provided the by National Preparedness for Response Exercise Program (PREP). 
 
QUARTERLY NOTIFICATION OF QUALIFIED INDIVIDUALS 
 
To confirm ability to contact the Qualified Individuals (QI’s) during non-working hours, the 
Argo Terminal personnel will contact each QI once each calendar quarter, during off-duty hours, 
to confirm status of the home telephone number and/or Cellular Service.  Record of this 
confirmation will be maintained.    
 

PHMSA 000084899



 
 

38 
 
 

ANNUAL ARGO TERMINAL EMERGENCY RESPONSE PERSONNEL TABLETOP 
EXERCISE 
 
Annually the ARTERP Leader or Assistant Leader will conduct a Tabletop Exercise.  During a 
three year period, at least one of these exercises will include a worst case discharge scenario; 
 
The announced drill shall be pre-planned.  It shall consist of the deployment and setting of 
between 400 - 500 feet of 6 inch containment boom around one of the Argo Terminal Barge 
Docks.  It shall also consist of deployment of the facility vacuum truck, stretching 2 inch suction 
hoses, and skimming up to 50 barrels (2100 gallons) of water from within the boomed area, to 
simulate the skimming and recovery of spilled oil in an actual spill.  The drill shall be conducted 
as follows: 

 
1. A meeting with all drill participants shall be held, conducted by the ATERP 

Leader, or Assistant Leader.  All participants shall be notified of the barge dock 
location to be boomed, the quantity of boom to be deployed, and personnel 
assignments shall be made at this time; 

2. The pontoon boat shall be launched with two or more boat operators; 
3. Personnel on the barge dock shall connect and deploy between 400 to 500 feet of 

6 inch boom to the boom deployment boat in the water. 
4. The boom deployment boat shall pull the boom into position, and with assistance 

from personnel on the barge dock, it shall be secured to the barge dock to 
surround the barge dock location to be boomed; 

5. The vacuum truck and up to 5 personnel with 2 inch suction hose shall arrive from 
shore.  They shall stretch 2 inch suction hose from the vacuum truck to the Canal 
with the area that has been boomed off.  They shall then skim up to 50 barrels 
(2,100 gallons) of water into the vacuum truck (the water will be off-loaded into 
the main terminal oil/water separator); 

6. The results of the drill shall be recorded by the Emergency Response Group 
Leader and filed; 

7. Within 30 days, the results of the Announced Drill shall be evaluated by a 
Qualified Individual and recorded in files.  The QI will decide whether any 
corrective measure is needed based on the results of the Notification Drill.  If 
corrective measures are necessary and the FRP must be changed, than all persons 
shall be retrained and changes will be sent out to the FRP distribution list. 

 
ANNUAL UNANNOUNCED DRILL 
 
An annual unannounced drill shall be conducted.  During this drill the ATERP and our Oil Spill 
Response Organization (OSRO) Contractor shall be activated.  The timing and spill scenario of 
the drill shall be known in advance only to the Qualified Individuals and the ATERP Leader or 
Assistant Leader.  This spill drill shall involve a hypothetical spill of oil into the Chicago 
Sanitary and Ship Canal from the Argo Terminal.  
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To initiate this unannounced spill drill, the Terminal Manager, or Alternate Qualified Individual, 
shall contact the Operations Supervisor by phone.  This call shall be made at random times of the 
day and week, and the caller will do the following: 

1. Identify himself to the Operations Supervisor; 
2. He will then say “This is a Spill Drill”; 
3. He will then briefly describe a hypothetical spill situation (for example: “The 

barge at Barge Dock No. 3 is out bounding No. 2 Fuel Oil, its hose has just burst, 
the barge has shut down pumping, 1200 gallons of No. 2 Fuel Oil have entered the 
Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal, this happened exactly 2 minutes ago”   You are 
to mobilize response resources in accordance with our spill response plan.  You 
are authorized to request assistance from our OSRO Contractor, by calling the 
OSRO’s emergency response number and saying: This is a Spill Drill, we request 
mobilization of appropriate Spill Response equipment and personnel for this spill 
scenario, this is a Spill Drill); 

4. He will than say “Repeat, This is a Spill Drill” and he will then repeat the 
description of the hypothetical spill and authorization to request assistance from 
the OSRO Contractor; 

5. He will then hang up the phone.  He will not make any other statement, engage in 
any discussions, answer any questions, or assist the Operations Supervisor in any 
way; 

 
The Operations Supervisor will then be required to notify Kinder Morgan personnel (including 
the Qualified Individual or Alternate Qualified Individual), according to the spill notification 
procedure, and state that a Spill Drill is in progress.  In addition, for the purposes of this drill, the 
Operations Supervisor shall be required to contact the OSRO Contractor by telephone and state 
“This is a Spill Drill at the Kinder Morgan Liquids Terminals, LLC - Argo Terminal.  We request 
Spill Response mobilization, this is a Spill Drill” and describe the spill scenario involved in the 
drill.  By pre-arrangement, SET Environmental shall respond to this message with contracted 
personnel and equipment that are appropriate for this spill scenario. 
 

8.0  PLAN REVIEW AND UPDATE PROCEDURE 
 
This Plan will be reviewed by Kinder Morgan employees and/or consultants during the course of 
future internal auditing, and at a minimum of every 5 years from the date of the last submission 
date to DOT-PHMSA.  In addition, whenever changes occur, the primary Qualified Individual 
shall be responsible for reviewing the Plan, and determine whether a change needs to be made 
either to maintain its accuracy, or to improve its effectiveness.  All response plan reviews and 
update procedures will comply with 49 CFR 194.121. 
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