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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20590

[ 49 CFR Part 1731 In §173.93, paragraph (a) (10) would

[Docket No. HM-93; Notice No. 71-28] be amended to read as follows:
TRANSPORTATION OF HAZARDOUS 5173.93  Propellant explosives (solid)
MATERIALS for cannon, small arms, rockets,
| guided missiles, or other devices, and
Class B Propellant Explosives in Fiber propellant explosives (liquid). '
Drums (a) .* * »

The Hazardous Materials Regulations
Board is considering amendment of
$173.93 of the Hazardous iIN.I'a,teri.'a,l? Reg-
ulations to prohibit the sh pment of Class . _
B propellant explosives in specification not exceed 225 pounds.‘ Not authorized
21C fiber drums by rail freight trans- for shipment by rail freight.
muon. » t » » »

Several instances of serious accidents '
and gross container failures involving
(lass B propellant. explosives packed in
DOT-21C fiber drums have been brought
o the Board’s attention. These instances
appear to be directly related to trans-
portation handling practices. Although

(10) Spec. 21C (§ 178.224 of this chap-
ter). Fiber drum. Fach drum having any

strong, sift-proof liner N et weight may

tion, 400 Sixth Street SW., Washington,

these problems are reported to have

shippers by highway transportation are
now experiencing difficulties. Rail carrier
representatives together with involved
ghippers and Federal officials have been
unable-to resolve the difficulties asSso-
clated with the rail transportation of this
commadity in the backaging. Signifi-
cantly, on June'8, 1971, the Department

of Defense, a major shipper of this Class

‘B propellant explosives, igsued an order

discontinue such shipments by rail box
car. Therefore, in view of the continuing
seriousness of the situation, the Board.is
proposing to prohibit the shipment of
Class B propellant explosives in DOT-.
21C fiber drums in rail transportation.

In consideration of the above, it is pro-
posed to amend 49 CFR Part 173 as
follows:

FEDERAL REGISTER, VOL, 36, NO.

DC 20590. Communications received on
or before January 4, 1972, will be con-
Sidered before final action is taken on
this proposal., All comments received will
be available for éxamination by inter-
ested persons at the Office of the Secre-
tary, Hazardous Materials Regulations
Board, both before and after the closing
date for comments.

This proposal is made under the au-
thority of sections 831-835 of title 18,
United States Code, and section 9 of the
Department of Transportation Act (49
U.S.C. 1657).

Issued in Washington, D.C., on Novem-

ber 2, 1971.
Mac E. ROGERS,

Board Member for the
Federal Railroad Administration.
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